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elcome to Issue 54 of Engage! Over
two years on from my last trip overseas
with BMS World Mission, this latest issue
of the magazine took me on location
once again. This time, the trip was to Poland, to
learn more about how you’ve been supporting
people fleeing the war in Ukraine. The title of this
column is ‘Unprecedented support’, and it’s the only
appropriate way to describe the levels of generosity
we witnessed in response to the BMS Ukraine appeal.
Discover the total you raised on page 10 and hear
the story of Victoria, the little Ukrainian girl who
appears on our cover.
In this issue, you’ll also learn about mission that
moves on, as Helen and Wit Boondeekhun explain
their decision to leave the village of Wang Daeng in
Thailand (page 7). It’s a decision that has been taken
prayerfully, and one that took even them by surprise,
so I hope you enjoy reading the story as much as we
enjoyed writing it.
Lastly, I write to you with warm encouragement
to read our article on page 14 all about Good Land,
the BMS Harvest appeal for 2022. Hear the dreams
from the families at the heart of the appeal, watch
the feature video, and then save the date to host a
harvest service in support of Good Land. Together,
we can transform Ghusel village.
That’s all from me for now. Please do write in to let
me know what you made of the issue!
God bless you,

W

Hannah
Editor

Use the freepost envelope included
in your mailing to send us a note, a
cheque or anything else in response
to this issue!

Write to me at magazine@bmsworldmission.org

We look forward to hearing from you!
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News

NEW BEGINNINGS FOR BMS
WORK IN AFGHANISTAN
The situation is stable, but the needs are stronger than ever before.

A

year ago, we watched in
horror as the Taliban took
over Afghanistan. It’s
been a fraught year for
the Afghan people and
for our partner there. But we’re pleased
to share that BMS World Missionsupported work is beginning again in
Afghanistan and that our mission workers
and the people they partner with will
soon be bringing hope to communities
once more.
“Obviously a lot has changed, but a
lot of it did seem surprisingly normal,”
says BMS worker Tim*, reflecting on a
recent visit back to Afghanistan. Tim is
the director of our Afghan partner and
has been instrumental in navigating the
balance of ensuring staff safety, but also
meeting the needs of communities in
desperate circumstances. When the Taliban
first launched their offensive, people fled
the country en masse. Now, that initial
urgency has gone and things seem more
stable – but Tim is adamant that the need
there is stronger than ever before.

“There’s a high possibility of drought,
of children starving and of people going
without because of the increase in prices
and the high levels of unemployment,”
Tim says. With the needs in Afghanistan
exacerbated further due to the global cost
of living crisis, it was more important than
ever that work was able to begin again.
Fortunately, the BMS team is working as
hard as we can to make that happen. BMS
workers Ruby* and Grace* are already
back in the country, where they’re working
to support our partner and help local
communities in desperate need through
farming and hygiene projects.
More discussions are underway as
we seek to get the full array of BMSsupported work back up and running.
And while the situation in Afghanistan
seems stable for now, things could
deteriorate very quickly with millions
of people still at risk across the nation.
Please do keep praying for Afghanistan,
that God will change hearts and bring
much-needed peace.
*Names changed

www.bmsworldmission.org
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> 1 million
people have fled since
the Taliban takeover

2nd highest
number of asylum
claims come from
Afghans, after Syrians

Over 50%
of Afghans face
extreme levels of
hunger
Stats accurate as of February 2022

From the
General Director

GOD’S HEART
FOR PEOPLE ON
THE MOVE
Kang-San Tan

A CHANGE FOR THE
BMS STAMP BUREAU

B

MS World Mission
has been pleased to
receive your stamp
collections over many years,
the sales of which have
made extraordinary change
possible around the world.
Unfortunately, due to
declining income, and a
shortage of vendors and
storage arrangements,
we have been forced to
bring the Stamp Bureau to a
permanent close. Donations

A

are welcomed until the end
of September 2022. If you
have any queries, please do
get in touch with Pam, our
Resources Administrator on
01235 517617.
We look forward to
celebrating the bureau’s
achievements in the next
Engage. If you would like
to share any stories from
over the years, do fill in our
survey: www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/BMSStamps

ENCOURAGEMENTS
AT THE BAPTIST
ASSEMBLY

T

he BMS World
Mission sessions at
this year’s Baptist
Assembly in Bournemouth
took place in the shadow
of the Ukraine war.
But as BMS Director of
Communications Sarah
Anthony shared stories of a
world where refugees flee
conflicts on almost every
continent and where the

s of August 2022, BMS
World Mission has come
to a midpoint in its fiveyear strategy to see
lives transformed. We’re doing this
through three ministry areas, the
newest of which we call “people on
the move”.
When BMS thinks of people on the
move, we think of people forced to
leave home. It could be people who
are internally displaced, by war, by
weather, by persecution or famine.
Or people crossing borders between
countries and continents. In today’s
world, it’s estimated that there are
over 26 million refugees, but in all their
diversity, our heart for their plight
should be the same. Whether it’s a
Syrian family who long to return home,
an Afghan family desperate to leave
for safer shores, or a Ukrainian family
who draw a blank when asked where
they wish to go next, Christians are
called to love the sojourner.
It’s often said that Jesus was a
refugee, fleeing to Egypt as a young
child. Our Lord, who knew what it was
to rely on the kindness of others, gives
a wonderful framework for believers to
do in kind in Matthew 25: 35: “I was a
stranger and you invited me in”. Thank
you for taking up this call as supporters
of BMS. As Jesus says, “You did it for
me”.

marginalised continue to
suffer, the words “and yet”
were called continually to
mind.
If we hadn’t chosen a
theme for the Assembly,
God had: allowing the “and
yet” of his mercy and power
to ring out through stories of
lives saved and transformed
by the gospel – and through
your support.
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A concert for Chad

Walking the
Isle of Wight
With an audience made up of church family members as well as ticket holders from the
community, the concert provided a wonderful opportunity to build bridges.

When coming up with new
ways to raise funds for
Guinebor II Hospital in Chad,
the church family at Wellington
Baptist Church knew just where
to turn. They decided to host a
repeat performance of their “Irving
Berlin” concert, a successful show
performed in December 2021 at
a local arts centre. With a team
of talented musicians on hand,
rehearsing a set list of 33 wellknown tunes proved a challenge,
but one the orchestra pulled off
with aplomb on the night in front
of a toe-tapping crowd.
When asked why the church
family decided to commit so
much time to the concert, pastor
Sam Griffiths shared that, for

the church, engaging practically
with mission is a priority. “When
your church family does that,
the relationships with the teams
abroad easily fall into place.”
For the church, that looks
like running a market café that
raises about £100 a week for the
hospital through the sale of cakes
and refreshments, on top of the
wonderful £425 raised through
the concert. BMS mission worker
Bethan Shrubsole, who works in
Chad, confirms that every penny
of that total really does help the
team save lives in the third poorest
country in the world. “Thank you
Wellington Baptist Church,” adds
Bethan, “for your support and
prayers!”

www.bmsworldmission.org
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When a well-loved hobby turns
into fundraiser for a good cause,
it’s a match made in heaven.
For sisters Jill and Barbara, a
sponsored walk completed back
in May for BMS World Mission
certainly sounded idyllic, with a
planned route taking them along
the coastal paths and circular
walks of the Isle of Wight. The
stretch of 70 miles saw them go
past The Needles and through
bluebells woods, crossing paths
with lots of friendly walkers
along the way. “Thank you to all
those who sponsored us,” says
Jill. “I know that BMS will use
the money wisely for those in
need all over the world.” With a
stunning total of £1,304 raised, all
going towards helping the most
vulnerable through BMS projects,
I think we can all agree that Jill
and Barbara’s trip to the Isle of
Wight was a week well spent!

Wang Daeng

Mission moving on?
Helen and Wit Boondeekhun
on God’s expanding church.
Words: Laura Durrant

“There are precisely three Christians among the 2,000
or so people living in Wang Daeng: Helen, Wit, and the
first person to find Christ through their ministry: Suree.”
Four years ago, in Issue 42 of
Engage, we rejoiced in the news
of the first believer in Wang
Daeng, Thailand. Now, the Sunday
attendance is up to 20 every week,
the church members are regularly
running outreach events in the
community and more people
than ever before are
interested in hearing
about Jesus. So
why are
BMS

World Mission workers Helen and Wit
Boondeekhun leaving?
“When we first arrived, people
said, ‘This couple is very strange.
Why do you want to live here?’” says
Wit. When the Boondeekhuns first
felt called to serve in rural Thailand
in 2015, the Lord presented them
with two potential villages in two
different provinces. After three
months of Spirit-led prayer, they
settled on Wang Daeng, in Uttaradit.
“In Uttaradit, there’s a pastor’s prayer
group that’s really strong,” Helen
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explains. “With just the two of us by
ourselves… we felt it would be good
to be somewhere where we could get
support like that.”
In Wang Daeng, like many villages
in the area, lots of people struggle to
earn enough to support themselves
and their families, and often
parents will leave their children
with their grandparents
in order to look
for work
elsewhere.

Wang Daeng

Moses and Mary with their two young daughters.

Many people also tragically struggle
with addictions to alcohol and drugs.
Helen and Wit knew that God wanted
them there to help serve the village of
Wang Daeng however they could, as
well as sharing the good news.
Slowly, the community that had
questioned why the Boondeekhuns
would even want to be there in the
first place started to get to know
them and welcome them in. Helen and
Wit began introducing themselves
to their neighbours and building
relationships, so they could find out
what the community needed right
from its heart. They started by running
English classes and a basket weaving
project to help women bring more
money in. Slowly, they made strong
friendships and were able to begin
sharing the gospel.
Since the first person in Wang
Daeng came to know Christ in 2018,
the church has been growing steadily,
and is now thriving. Around 20
people attend Sunday worship
every week, and a youth
worker, Fluk, has joined
the team,
supported
by BMS.
And
for

The church family enjoys a day out.

the new believers, they’ve not only
come to know the truth of Jesus’ love
for them – they’ve found community,
love and fellowship. “The church
makes me feel like I am cared for,”
says Suree, Wang Daeng’s first
believer. “This is my new home,” says
15-year-old Bam, who leads worship at
the church. “I want to serve and learn
how to grow in my faith and help bring
other young people close to Jesus.”
With such a vibrant and zealous church
community, Helen and Wit knew the
Lord would continue to be at work

Will you commit to
praying for Helen
and Wit’s move?
It would be so wonderful to
hear from BMS supporters who
are praying regularly for Wang
Daeng and Tao Hai. If that’s
you, do write in using the
contact info on page 2 to let
us know so that we can share
these encouragements with
Helen, Wit, Moses and Mary.

www.bmsworldmission.org
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[THE CHURCH]
IS MY NEW
HOME.
Bam, believer in Wang Daeng
when they would eventually leave
Wang Daeng. They just didn’t expect
that their departure would come so
soon.
When Helen and Wit first began
considering moving on in 2021, they
thought they’d have at least three
years left in Wang Daeng – and were
surprised when they felt God
calling them to go now! “I
wasn’t really sure whether it
was going to work, because
we needed whoever was
coming to take over to
be the right person,”
says Wit. But Helen and
Wit knew that if this was
God’s plan, they just had
to trust that he would
find the best people to

Wit poses with Suree, Wang Daeng’s first believer.

serve in Wang Daeng. They turned
to the pastor’s prayer group for the
area to see if they knew anyone who
would be suitable. And through those
crucial connections they’d made, God
provided exactly who they needed: a
Thai couple called Moses and Mary.
“This is my first time out of the
Chiang Mai area, which is the furthest
place I’ve ever come to serve,” says
Mary. “That’s how I know it’s God’s
leading.” Moses and Mary were fresh
out of Bible college and ready to go
wherever God wanted them. With
hearts to serve in rural Thailand,
when they heard about an opening in
Wang Daeng and saw Wit and Helen’s
vision of building up the community
alongside sharing the gospel, the
couple knew it was the right place for
them. Moses and Mary, with their two
young daughters, joined the team in
Wang Daeng back in January and have
already started a youth group for local
children, been running Bible studies
and have now taken on the running
of the church. With Moses, Mary and
Fluk on the team, Helen and Wit knew
that the church was in good hands.
All that was left was to find the right
place to move on to!
The process was much like it
had been six years ago when
they had first discerned

Bam leads worship at the church.

WE HAVE
GOD AS OUR
REFUGE.
Wanna, believer in Wang Daeng
that God wanted them in Wang
Daeng. They found two potential
villages and asked God to lead them
to the one that was right. Wonderfully,
their prayer group was once again
there to help. One member found
a house in one of the villages, Tao
Hai, that was exactly what they were
looking for. They knew then that this
was where God wanted them to be.
Helen and Wit moved to Tao Hai at
the beginning of May 2022, ready to
begin their new ministry. But this time,
things are different: they’re not alone.
They have the whole church in Wang
Daeng behind them. “Everybody says,
‘Oh, I heard you’re leaving,’” says
Helen. “And I’m like, ‘No, we’re not
leaving. We’re just expanding!’” •
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So why are Helen
and Wit leaving?
The answer is, they’re not!
They might be in a different
place, but they’re still working
closely with the team in
Wang Daeng and they still
share a vision for the future
of the church and the village.
They dream of Wang Daeng
becoming a hub for the local
Church, discipling a network
of house churches in the area.
They dream of developing
the community, of helping
everyone earn enough to
support their families. And
they dream of someone from
Wang Daeng itself to rise up
and lead the church. And they
know, with God’s strength
and provision, with a strong
team and with the prayers
of BMS supporters behind
them, those dreams are
possible.

Ukraine appeal

Ksawery used to question why his modest
congregation had such a large building. Now,
he’s grateful for God’s wisdom and plan.
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My plane window frosts over
as we make our descent
into Warsaw, veins of ice
encroaching on a circle of
perfect black. The date is
early April. Since late February,
work, the news, and all my
conversations have been
dominated by one headline:
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. I’m
heading to the Polish-Ukraine
border, sent by BMS World
Mission to report back on the
Baptist response to the war

and its fast-growing refugee
crisis. My feelings about the
assignment are mixed. BMS
supporters have been radically
generous, and together
we’ve been able to raise an
unprecedented £1.6 million to
shore up the Baptist response
to the war. But in April, things
are getting worse, not better.
The flight I’m on is delayed,
and before boarding, I wait
by the gate where a television
screen plays a rolling stream

www.bmsworldmission.org
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of news. There are reports of
war crimes, of bodies laid out
in the streets. Just before the
trip, the BMS team learns that
Vitaliy Vinogradov, Dean of the
Kyiv Slavic Evangelical Seminary,
has been murdered by forces
invading the city of Bucha. Our
General Director, Dr Kang-San
Tan, shares a prayer of righteous
anger taken from Psalm 1: 4-6.
Privately, I wonder how to even
begin asking the people I’ll meet
about such unspeakable things.

BMS
SUPPORTERS
HAVE BEEN
RADICALLY
GENEROUS

You raised an incredible £1.6 million
to support a network of churches
stretching across Europe as they
welcomed refugees fleeing Ukraine.
Your donations provided bedding,
hygiene packs and warm meals

But, while back in the UK we
were hearing of wars, and of
rumours of wars, there were
people in Poland who found
themselves right in the war’s
midst. Our European Baptist
neighbours, unlike us, didn’t
have a chance to second-guess
their part in the crisis that was
unfolding. People like Ksawery
Sroka vividly remember the day
war broke out, because after it,
his life changed forever.
Ksawery recalls the day members
of his church realised that they
needed to mobilise to help
those in need. It was Sunday
27 February at 1 pm, and
Ksawery stood up in front of his
congregation and asked for a
volunteer who might be willing to
help him run a welcome centre to
join him in the next room. To his
surprise, instead of one person

coming forward, he watched his
entire congregation stand up
and join him. By 8 pm, Ksawery
and his wife Ania had welcomed
the seminary’s first guests. Two
Ukrainian refugees had arrived
on its doorstep – teenage girls
carrying a small piece of card
upon which was written the
address of the Baptist seminary
in Warsaw. A lady at the PolishUkrainian border had picked
them up and put the address into
her satnav, driving them to where
they needed to go.
Ksawery’s official role at the
seminary is Events and Projects
Co-ordinator, but since the
arrival of those first guests, he’s
become a national volunteer
co-ordinator for a relief response
spanning the whole of Poland. As
he puts it, “When the war began,
we were not a humanitarian

for people who had been left with
nothing. Hear Lili share her story
about the help she received at

https://bit.ly/BMSUkraineResponse
or download it to share with your
church.

organisation. We were the
Baptist Union of Poland.” But
whether or not Ksawery felt
ready to offer humanitarian
relief to Ukrainians arriving in his
hometown, God had clear plans
for him. At the crisis’ zenith there
were over 400,000 Ukrainian
refugees in Warsaw, and they all
needed food, shelter and help
with navigating their new status
as displaced people. While the
seminary I was visiting had space
to welcome over 170 people,
Ksawery was also working to join
up communications between
other local co-ordinators and
centres of refuge that were
spontaneously springing up in
churches up and down Poland.
One of those churches was the
Baptist Church in Chelm, right
next to the Ukrainian border.

If I had been concerned about
whether people fleeing Ukraine
would want to speak about the
war, my fears were allayed in
Chelm. But to my surprise, when
I sat down with Lili, a Ukrainian
Your donations have provided food, hygiene
products, bedding and more for people fleeing war.

IN APRIL,
THINGS
ARE
GETTING
WORSE

mother of two, it wasn’t what
had happened since the war
broke out that she wanted
most to chat about, but about
life before. As I sit beside Lili
and her two children, Artem,
aged twelve, and Victoria who
is eight, Lili pulls out her phone
and shows me pictures of their
life in Kulykivka, 30 km from
Chernihiv. There’s a picture of
a tiny dog peering curiously
from a window bordered by a
spray of purple flowers. A snap
of Artem wearing a traditional
outfit and holding an Easter
basket. There are photos of
Victoria sitting atop a pony, at
a farm and by a lake with her
dad – images of a blissfully
happy childhood in small-town
Ukraine. There are lots of
pictures of flowers: flowers from
the garden, in the town, and a
whole field of sunflowers where
Lili and Victoria pose together.
“There were flowers, flowerbeds
everywhere,” Lili says.

Lili misses her husband, her mother and the beauty of life in Ukraine.

The more Lili shares of her
life in Chernihiv, the more you
feel the ache of all that she’s
left behind. She speaks of their
small family business producing
dairy products. Of the beauty
of Chernihiv and how much
they enjoyed visiting the city
on weekends. Of her husband
Mikola’s hobby fixing up cars
whenever he got a chance. But
more than that, Lili has had to
leave behind Mikola himself.

“My husband stayed in Ukraine.
He is in the army, defending our
country,” she says. “My mother
also stayed behind.”
The decision to leave Ukraine
wasn’t an easy one. We left
for the sake of the children
mainly,” shares Lili, “just to save
the children.” That agonising
decision was only taken after
Lili, Artem and Victoria had
spent nearly a month hiding in
their cellar, spending so long

in the cold that they started to
become ill. By that point the
Russian military had entered
their town. “When the bombs
were falling, we thought the
cellar would collapse. It felt
like... I don’t even know how
to describe it. The cellar was
bouncing,” she shares. When
Lili and the children finally left
Ukraine for Poland, it was their
first time leaving the country.

WE
THOUGHT
THE CELLAR
WOULD
COLLAPSE

Nothing could counteract
the sorrow and fear that Lili
has experienced, but those
things also haven’t diminished
the welcome she’s received
at Chelm Baptist Church in
Poland. “It’s very beautiful
here,” she says, “and the
people are extremely kind.
They help everybody, in word
and deed. We feel greatly
supported.” Since being in
Chelm, Lili’s had access to food,
clothes, hygiene products and a
clean, fresh bed. Victoria’s been
given a new cuddly toy – a bear
that she’s lovingly named Potap.
For the first time since the war’s
beginning, the family finally
feel safe. But at the end of our
conversation, Lili welcomes
our prayers for Mikola’s safety
and for peace in Ukraine. Their
number one wish remains that
they would be able to go home.

Lili shared images of life before the
war along with devastating images of
destruction.

www.bmsworldmission.org
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Lili and her family have felt greatly supported during one of the hardest times in their lives.

Back in Warsaw, I’m stunned
by the incredible love that
Polish churches are extending
to families like Lili’s, enabled
by the generosity of BMS
supporters. On the lawn of
the Baptist seminary, we watch
some Ukrainian boys larking
around with a football and war
seems a million miles away –
that is, until a plane flies over
and they freeze, eyes swivelling
in panic towards the sky. The
atmosphere is so warm that it’s
easy to underestimate what
people have been through. It’s
why it’s been so encouraging
to pray with Lili and to hear
what a difference the help
she’s received has made during
the hardest period of her life.
Speaking with Ksawery, I can
tell it’s hearing these same
stories that keeps him going
too.
On his tour of the
seminary, we pause in front
of a whiteboard strewn
with notes. Like a detective

WE FEEL
GREATLY
SUPPORTED
with an impossible case to
solve, it’s filled with names,
phone numbers and strategic
plans; Ksawery’s busy mind
downloaded onto the wall
of his office. In the centre is
a card, and Ksawery tells me
it’s the reason all this – the
hospitality, the generosity and
the emotional toll – is nonnegotiable. It’s a thank you
letter from a little boy stuck up
front and centre, and coloured
in using felt-tip pens. On the
front in Ukrainian it reads:
“Thank you that you gave us
shelter.” •
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Harvest

Bishnu and Shiva (far right) rely on flour production and rearing goats for
their family’s survival.

Ghusel village is a remote community in the Himalayas, sitting 2,200
metres above sea level.

GOOD LAND: TRANSFORM
A VILLAGE IN NEPAL
Travel with us to a remote village in Nepal’s mountains. Meet Bishnu,
Parbati and their family. Hear their dreams. And help them and
their community bring better education, improved livelihoods and
flourishing health to their entire village.
Photos: Clive Thomas

ishnu doesn’t allow
himself to dream too
big. He’s a 36-yearold granddad with
four daughters and a
grandson relying on him. “If I were
to have many dreams, I think they’ll
remain just dreams,” he says. He is
talking to the local film crew BMS
World Mission has commissioned to

B

gather stories for our 2022 Harvest
appeal, Good Land.
Parbati, Bishnu’s wife, also
struggles at first when she’s asked
about her dreams for her community.
“I don’t know,” she says. “I want it
to be good… right? I wish my family
would have happiness and peace.”
Bishnu and Parbati live in Ghusel
village. Spread across three hills in

www.bmsworldmission.org
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the mountains of Nepal, Ghusel is
breathtakingly beautiful. It can also be
incredibly hard to reach. “As a whole,
it’s a very isolated community,” says
Amos, who works for BMS partner
the Multipurpose Community
Development Service (MCDS) in
Nepal. “They have a scarcity of
water, they don’t have proper
sanitation facilities, the health posts

Shiva

Sunila
are very far away. So they
are marginalised in different
ways.”
There are more than 400
families living in Ghusel village, each
with their own dreams, struggles
and stories. Through our Good
Land appeal, you and your church
can partner with the people of
Ghusel to help them transform their
village. They want to equip their
whole community to access better
education, improve their livelihoods,
and have good health – and with your
support, they can do it.
Not far away from Bishnu’s house
you will find Shiva, Bishnu’s father,
working away grinding flour on his
water mill. The mill floods regularly,
so it can only really be used for four
months of the year, causing big
problems both for Shiva and for the
many other families who use it.
Shiva works hard, as do his
children, but he wishes they had been
able to finish school. Bishnu and his
brothers and sisters dropped out
when they were barely teenagers.
Shiva wants things to be different
for his granddaughters. “I believe

Ramesh
it will be
good for my
grandchildren if they
study well,” he says. “If they
are able to study well, their future will
be better.”
It’s hard to watch his son
struggling to feed his family, and
Shiva knows that a good education
will help his grandchildren have
more opportunities. When your
survival depends on growing crops
and rearing animals, life can become
precarious in an instant. Just last
year, ten of Bishnu’s goats got sick
with diarrhoea and died. It was
devastating for the family. Everything
they’d invested in caring for the
animals was gone.
“After the goats died, I thought I
shouldn’t have done this business,”

The BMS magazine

15

Laxmi

Bishnu

Parbati

Karuna

Khushi

Kopila

says Bishnu. “The goats were about to
die, so I had to spend the money that
was supposed to be for my children’s
education on treating the goats. We
had to keep and take care of them for
a long time, and they just died. So, I
had to bear a lot of loss.”
Like Bishnu, the majority of families
in Ghusel village rely on agriculture
for their survival. When their animals
get sick, the future of their whole
families can hang in the balance.
Suddenly, they have to make the
agonising choice between paying vet
fees to try and save their animals, or
sending their children to school – and

Anita’s dream is that a suitable health post would be created in the village to treat pregnant
woman and those who contract diseases from dirty water.

sometimes it’s too late, and they lose
everything.
We ask Bishnu about his dreams
again. This time, he has a very
concrete answer. “I really want to
take veterinary training,” he says, “so
that all my goats and buffalo will be
healthy.”
It’s not just the animals in Ghusel

village that get sick. Unclean water
and poor sanitation mean that people
in the community regularly get ill,
too. “There’s always someone getting
sick,” says Anita, a teacher in Ghusel.
“The water source is in an open
area… and they say there is open
defecation there. There are houses
near the water source, they wash
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clothes there and animals roam freely.
So the water source is deteriorating
and it’s becoming polluted.”
There’s no hospital nearby, so
when people get really unwell they
have to travel long distances for the
medical help they desperately need.
And in the monsoon season, that can
mean being carried for hours on an
improvised stretcher made from sacks
and bamboo, risking landslides on
dangerous mountain roads.
That’s what happened to Anita
when she was in labour with her son.
After 24 hours, her family realised
they needed to get her to a hospital.
“Landslides were happening and they
had to carry me through a risky road,”
says Anita. “I didn’t know if I’d reach
the hospital or not. In two or three
places they put me down and waited
for the landslides to be over. I was
very scared.”
It took four hours to carry Anita on
a stretcher to the nearest ambulance.
And then it was another hour’s
drive to the hospital. There was no
guarantee that either she or her baby
son would survive the journey.
Anita never wants to have to

GIVE TO THE
BMS GOOD
LAND APPEAL
AND HELP
THE PEOPLE
OF GHUSEL
TRANSFORM
THEIR
VILLAGE

ICONOGRAPHY

“As children of God, we all are called
to take care of people who have been
marginalised,” says Amos. “Though I am
not able to preach the gospel in Nepal,
through my work I am able to show
people God’s love. And that is a great
blessing.”
£29 can give a family access to
breeding goats and veterinary
training to rear healthy and
productive animals

Laxmi’s hopes are all about her children’s futures – and you can help her realise them.

ICONOGRAPHY

Watch the Good
Landhealth
appeal
video, organise
a Good Land
harvest service
in your church,
and give to
help transform
Ghusel village
by visiting www.
bmsworldmission.
org/goodland

ICONOGRAPHY

go through this again. “An intense
desire from all the women from this
community is that there will be a safe
birthing place here,” she says.
Although Parbati couldn’t think of
a dream at first, like all of us, she has
many secret hopes. Towards the end
of her conversation with the film crew,
she shares one. It’s for her children.
“I want my children to have a good
future… to be educated, to be able
to eat good food, be able to live in a
good land and to be happy.”
It’s what every loving parent wants
for their children. And it’s one you can
help secure – for Parbati and Bishnu’s
family, and for every family in Ghusel
village. We’ve done it before in other
remote communities in Nepal and,
together, we can do it again.
“The people of Ghusel are
amazing. They’re created and loved
by God, and they have dreams to
make life better for their whole
village,” says development worker
Amos. “Together, we can empower
health
the people of Ghusel village to
achieve their dreams. Will you help
us?” •
All names changed.

fund a BMS partner
livelihoods£345 caneducation

worker for one month as they
walk with the people of Ghusel

£70 can equip 20 people
with vital water management
and hygiene skills to fend off
dangerous waterborne diseases

health

£1,378 can pay for a safe
livelihoods
birthing
centre for the women educ
of Ghusel, so they don’t have to
travel for hours on dangerous
roads to give birth safely

£324 can help educate teenage
girls on their rights and
empower women in Ghusel

GOOD
LAND

livelihoods
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education

£1,430 can create a childcentred classroom in Ghusel,
giving children the best
foundation to stay in school

Letters

A letter from Egypt
Last issue, we spoke to Mahmoud*, one of two secret believers (interviewed in Issue 49) who
graduated from a BMS World Mission-supported seminary in the Middle East. Now we’re
catching up with Baahir*, his fellow graduate. Much of what Baahir shared has had to be
redacted for his safety, and he values your prayers for life as a Christian in Egypt.

Dear friends,
After a security incident that took place
in November 2020, I’m back at home. It
was very hard – I felt sad and angry, and
many people stood with me as I prayed to
God every day. “God, what happens to me
now?” I asked. “I feel I’m not free to serve
you.” After two months, I started to get
involved in Christian life again, not serving
with a church, but serving online. We have
four Facebook pages, covering apologetics
and how to share your faith with Muslims. I
write articles about theology, and I support
a minister in the UK who is teaching the
Bible to Muslim-background believers across
Europe.
I believe God’s good all the time. But
I’m very sad because I can’t serve God like
before. I want to serve God, go to church,
meet with Christians and feel free like when
I was at the BMS-supported seminary [in
the Middle East]. I’m happy to serve here
in Egypt because I love Egypt, but it is very
difficult when I remember what happened
to me.
I spend four hours a day responding to

comments we receive on Facebook. And
many people believe in Jesus through this, I
think five or six in one month! We can reach
Iraq, Yemen, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt – a
lot of people. I think I had three people in
Iraq in one month tell me they’d gone to
church, and one became a believer.
I’m grateful to have studied at [the BMSsupported seminary] because I learned so
much from everyone there. Before, we got
angry and were tough with Muslims, but
after we studied at the seminary, the way
I talked with Muslims changed. I can see
the difference between a student from [my
seminary] and students from the seminary
here in Egypt. My ministry leader says I’m
good at sharing with Muslims on Facebook
because of my studies.
I’d like to carry on studying – I love
books. I like to read C. S. Lewis, but I need
to work on my English language. Please
pray for my English to improve and for the
security situation to ease.
Thank you,
Baahir
*Names changed
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I BELIEVE
GOD’S
GOOD
ALL THE
TIME

LETTERS FROM... THE UK
Bring and share – with Claire!

Missing pages
Dear Hannah,
Thank you for the latest issue of Engage. It provides
both encouragement and challenge which is as it should
be.
However the central pages are missing from my copy
(pages 9-12). I like having a hard copy to go back to,
but in this case am quite happy to read them online, if
this is simpler and cheaper.
Best wishes for your ministry,
Martin

Editor’s comment:
Hi Martin! I’m so sorry to hear about this peculiarity
with the magazine that you received. We’ve shared
our concerns with the printer and pass on our sincere
apologies to anyone else this may have affected.
Hannah

Encouragements from the
Baptist Assembly

Editor’s comment:

Get in touch!

Hi Catriona – the BMS team is so excited that you’ve
captured this shared vision that God can use people
from all nations (not just sent from the UK!) for his
Great Commission. I hope you enjoyed the Baptist
Assembly.

If you’ve been inspired or challenged by anything
you’ve read in Engage, have been busy raising money
for us, or have anything else you want to share, we
would love to hear from you. Get in touch using one
of the methods on page 2!
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THEIR DREAM
YOUR
PARTNERSHIP
TOGETHER
WE CAN
TRANSFORM
THIS
VILLAGE

The families of Ghusel village in Nepal have dreams for their
community. They just need your help to see them realised.
Please save the date for a harvest service in support of Good
Land, and help us transform this village.
Find out more about the appeal at
www.bmsworldmission.org/goodland
Photo: ©Clive Thomas, for BMS World Mission

